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Explain the work of the High School Tiered 
Interventions Initiative.

Provide an overview of the observed sites and 
common challenges. 

Identify and discuss the key contextual and 
implementation factors that influence the how 
high schools implement RTI.
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Collaboration among three national technical 
assistance centers

Center on Instruction (Special Education Strand)

National Center on Response to Intervention

National High School Center

Includes Technical Advisory Group of national RTI 
experts

Goal is to enhance the understanding of how tiered 
intervention models are emerging in high schools
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Identified high schools implementing tiered 
interventions based on recommendations from 
RCCs, RRCs & SEAs

Contacted 51 high schools

Interviewed 20 high school administrators

Convened Technical Advisory Group

Conducted 8 site visits
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Effective Instruction
Literacy

Math

Content Areas

Progress Monitoring
Literacy

Math

Writing

Content Areas

Implementing and Managing Tiered 
Infrastructure
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Literacy Instruction and Progress Monitoring
Texas Center for Learning Disabilities (Fletcher, Francis, 
Vaughn)
The focus is effective instruction, with attention to the 
effect of interventions of differing intensity on the reading 
achievement of older struggling readers. The findings of the 
study will identify instructional features that are effective 
with students with a history of reading difficulties.

Secondary Intervention (Wexler, Vaughn, Roberts)



High School Tiered Interventions Initiative

Math Instruction and Progress Monitoring
Project AAIMS (Foegenet al.)

This project examines effective alignment of algebra 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment for struggling 
students. Project AAIMS is also developing algebra 
assessment tools that can be used for monitoring the 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƭƎŜōǊŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΩ 
reliability, validity, and sensitivity to growth are of primary 
interest. 
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Writing Instruction and Progress Monitoring
Writing Next (Graham and Perin, 2007)

This report offers a number of specific teaching techniques 
that research suggests will help 4th- to 12th-grade students 
ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ 
not just those who display writing difficulties, although this 
latter group is deservedly the focus of much attention. 
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http://www.texasldcenter.org/

http://www.ci.hs.iastate.edu/aaims/about.php

http://www.all4ed.org/files/WritingNext.pdf

http://www.all4ed.org/files/WritingNext.pdf
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Tier I/Core Instruction

Universal Screening

Ongoing Progress Monitoring

Tiered Interventions

Data-Based Decision Making
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Geographic  distribution  in Midwest, Northeast, 
Southeast, and West

School size variations from 450 to 3,400 students

Free/Reduced Lunch participation from 13 to 75%

Wide variations in ethnicity and ELLs

Block, traditional and hybrid schedules
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Examples not exemplars

Overarching purpose to improve student 
achievement

Implementation time span from 1 to 8 years

Focus primarily on 9th and 10th graders

All schools using 3 or 4 tiered interventions 
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Leadership 

Intervention Providers

Professional Development/Coaching

Evaluation
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Building adequate staff capacity
Buy-in

Knowledge and skills

Problem-solving

Scheduling time
Instruction and interventions

Data analysis and planning
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Accessing adequate and appropriate resources
Fiscal/human

Assessment

Interventions 

Fidelity
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Focus

Culture

Instructional Organization

Staff Roles

Student Involvement

Graduation Requirements

Stakeholder Engagement

Implementation and Alignment

Instruction and Assessment Resources
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All sites identified improving student 
achievement as primary goal

Targeted strategies based on their data
wŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ 5Ωǎ ŀƴŘ CΩǎ

Existing initiative for reducing number of students 

who are late to class
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Synergy between current beliefs and RTI language

Small learning communities to facilitate 
connections among students and between 
students and teachers
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Master Schedule
!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ŀǎ ŀ άƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǊέ

пȄп ōƭƻŎƪ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ǳǎŜ άǎŜƳƛƴŀǊέ

Traditional 6-8 periods
Guided study halls

Elective time
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Intervention/Classroom Instruction
Co-teaching Classes

Data Team Members
Content Teachers

Special Education Teachers

Administrators

Paraprofessionals

Literacy Coach

School Psychologist

Integrated Program Staff
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Student-Centered Problem Solving Approach
Collaborative decision making process  

Student Data Tracking
Graphic representations


